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Abstract

The purposes of this research were: 1) to study patterns and methods used to deceive
victims of criminals involving spirit mediumship, 2) to study the factors that make individuals
victims of criminals involving spirit mediumship using a qualitative research methodology by
conducting in-depth interviews from three groups of samples consisting of 1) victims who have
experienced crimes involving spirit mediumship, 2) police officers who have worked on cases
related to crimes involving spirit mediumship and have reported and arrested criminals
involving spirit mediumship, and 3) experts in religion and beliefs with knowledge and
expertise in religion. The study was conducted with samples in Bangkok Metropolitan Region,
totaling 11 people. The results of the study found that according to the patterns and methods
used to deceive victims of criminals involving spirit mediumship, there are four methods: 1)
the use of psychology to persuade the mind, 2) the dramatics and setting up the environment,
3) the acquisition of customers through word-of-mouth referrals from devotees, and 4)
multiple charges that have been made. Moreover, the factors that make individuals victims of
criminals involving spirit mediumship are related to six factors including: 1) factors that the
media contributes to the creation of social status for criminals involving spirit mediumship, 2)
factors caused by superstition and local destiny, 3) factors caused by economic and social
conditions without norms, 4) factors caused by social weakness or biological weakness, 5)
factors caused by a passion for gambling, and 6) factor caused by the fact that the victim or

the victim's close persons are previously familiar with the criminal.
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