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Abstract

Drug addiction problem remains a serious problem negatively affecting the country,
society and public order. It undermines people in society and families for a long time.
Focusing only on punishing those who addicted drugs may result in anincrease in the number
of prisoners in prison and increase expenses for the state to detain drug offenders. Moreover,
it is against the principles of punishment to correct and rehabilitate the offenders. The
principle is to view drug addicts as patients. Therefore, the appropriate implementation for
drug addicts according to the theory of punishment for rehabilitation and deterrence is an
alternative justice process. It aims to return good people to society and give those who have
gone wrong an opportunity to correct themselves, to reducing stigma in society according to
labeling theory and to reduce the number of inmates within the prisons. An agency
responsible for rehabilitation of drug addicts is the Probation Department, which proceeds
according to the Drug Addicts Rehabilitation Act B.E. 2545 (2002). Drug addicts who pass the
program will have their criminal records deleted. This is a good practice that benefits the
offenders, reducing problems that will occur in the long run. However, the rehabilitation of
drug addicts still has some problems and the rehabilitation methods need to be developed
to be more effective. There must also be measures to manage those who refuse to undergo

rehabilitation to deter them from coming back to use drugs again.
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