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Abstract

The drug problem is a steadily rising crime problem. Drugs are not only about drug
problems; they pertain to economic, social, political, environmental, educational, health and
family issues. In the past years, Thailand has been having policies of eliminating drugs such
as amendments to the existing laws and penalties to suit the severity of the offences and
crimes. Drugs producers and dealers are criminals while many of the users are victims and
patients. From the statistics, it could be said that there have not been successful practices
that can really treat the drug users; besides, the number of drug cases are still increasing.
The consequences include budgeting and the cost of criminal justice process. Therefore, the
study was conducted using criminological theories to compare the causes of being a drug
dealer at a community level between Thailand and Philadelphia United States because the
two countries are rather different in terms of culture, economics and society. This article
aims to 1) explore the drug problems in Thailand and Philadelphia, United States of America,
2) analyze the causes of the crimes as dealers using criminological theories, 3) compare the
causes of drug dealers' offenses in Thailand and in Philadelphia. United States of America, 4)
The findings shown that the two countries have no different reasons that cause a person to
become a drug dealer, that is the social structure that makes a person choose to be a
criminal to survive for their life even though there is a risk of entering justice and receiving a

sentence and punishment.

Keywords: Drug dealer, Possession for sale, Hard drug
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